


In 2002, the South Broad Redevelopment Group (SBRG) asked the

Chattanooga City Council to commission the Chattanooga-Hamilton

County Regional Planning Agency and the Planning & Design Studio

to prepare a plan for their area.

The South Broad area is comprised of residential neighborhoods,

industry and commercial properties, and serves as an important

gateway and travel corridor from Interstate 24, St. Elmo, Alton Park

and the Lookout Mountain area into Downtown Chattanooga.
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Summary of Recommendations

The Plan includes recommendations to

establish projects, partnerships and programs

regarding development, transportation,

natural systems, and public space.

The main elements are:

HOUSING

STREET ENHANCEMENTS

GATEWAY / NODE  IMPROVEMENTS

The Plan highlights working in

partnership with the City, property owners

and local organizations to build the vision.

The Plan suggests the establishment of

programs that help share responsibility of

the public realm, using volunteer efforts

for tree planting and donations for public

art and gateways. A prime role for the

community is to be involved in future

marketing and further studies of the area

including a study of relocated utilities,

development guidelines and signage.

The South Broad Redevelopment Plan

was adopted by City Council on August

5th, 2003.

Build on the historic architectural qualities
of South Broad.

This will create a lively, unique, mixed-use

district with shopping, as well as jobs and living.

Promote South Broad pedestrian activity
by creating a safe and visually pleasing
environment.

This will include a connected grid of streets,

neighborhood parks, transit connections, a

mix of uses, attractive architecture, and

quality streetscape.

Insist on quality design for new
developments with:

Traditional urban building placement, shared

parking, pedestrian entries, site design,

landscaping and a walkable environment.

Conserve the natural environment of
South Broad.

This can be achieved by cleaning up

Chattanooga Creek, preserving the views of

Lookout Mountain, and establishing a

greenway system.

Establish good working relationships to
implement the community vision.

Whether through design review, improved

codes, or more appropriate zoning; it will be

crucial to utilize public and private

partnerships.

Establish funding and identify partners and
resources for the South Broad neighbor-
hood associations to carry the community
vision forward.

Recognize the South Broad area as an
important gateway to the downtown.

South Broad has ties to Lookout Mountain,

Alton Park and St. Elmo. Its future should

include development that creates a very

desirable place to live, work and play.

Improve the visual quality of South Broad
as an important gateway.

The corridor must be maintained as a visually

pleasant, yet efficient, street with enhance-

ments to include lighting, crosswalks, greening,

tree plantings, medians, reduced curb cuts,

and transit stops. Utilities and signage con-

cerns must be addressed to help build the area

as a scenic resource.

Establish a ÒTown CenterÓ that fosters
economic development.

This will promote development of South Broad

as a destination instead of a high speed travel

corridor. This town center should be a place

that encourages tourism, increases retail,

continues job opportunities, convenient

services and overall economic growth.

Identify the opportunities for increased
housing development in the Southside
Gardens Neighborhood.

Partners, programs and design resources

should be established to build a quality mixed-

use neighborhood.
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TOP ISSUES

Streetscape
Trees, sidewalks, utilities

Housing
Improve, build inÞll, clean up, maintain,
address vacant lots

Signs
Remove billboards, improve wayfinding

Parks
Build greenways, new parks and
better use of existing parks

PUBLIC INPUT
OPPORTUNITIES

June 2002 Public Meeting Kickoff

Monthly South Broad Property
Owners Association Meetings

Advisory Committees

Public Meeting - Review Draft, May 2003

Planning Commission, July 14, 2003

City Council, August 5, 2003
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                               At the June, 2002 public charrette,

                   when asked, ÒWhat is needed to improve
the South Broad area as it develops in the future?Ó
                             people responded with many ideas and concerns.

  Here is a summary of what they said:

The Community Vision
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STUDY AREA

The study area is bounded on the north by I-24, on the west by the Tennessee River,

on the south by the Norfolk Southern Railroad, and on the east by the CSX Railroad line

and the back property line of the parcels that front Broad Street from Chattanooga Creek

to 37th Street.

This nearly 600-acre area has roughly 1028 residents. The population is 93% African-

American and the median household income is $7,614, compared to the citywide median

household income of $32,006.  A study of existing land use patterns reveals a variety of uses

sprinkled throughout the study area, but most of the South Broad area is zoned for

manufacturing. There is a serious discrepancy between existing zoning and existing land

use. The history of the area as a manufacturing stronghold is represented by some remaining

manufacturing operations, but the area has, for the most part, converted to commercial and

residential uses.

A M E N I T I E S

Despite the poor condition of its

housing stock, the Southside Gardens

neighborhood does feature an urban grid

of streets and parcels for new inÞll housing

along with historic houses for renovation.

South  Broad does have significant

businesses that make the area attractive for

future investment. With over 100,000

square feet in retail space, a large grocery

store, two drugstores, a laundromat, dry

cleaners, and several banks, the area has

the amenities that make close-in living

attractive. The area also boasts several large

employers. Among them is Chattem,

which has expansion plans for its South

Broad facilities. The 22 acre Wheland site

also represents a potential for many high

paying technology or light industrial jobs.

The wide range of services and jobs in the

South Broad area is complemented by a

healthy number of cultural and educational

institutions. There are 7 churches, and 3

schools (Howard Elementary, Howard

School of Academics and Technology, and

Chattanooga Christian School). Three

parks (5 acres total) must also be included

in any list of South Broad amenities. South

Broad is also in close proximity to public

safety and emergency services. The South

Chattanooga Police Precinct and two fire

stations (#1 and #14) are within a mile of

the study area.

Existing Conditions




